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GREETINGS FELLOW DEM0CRATS! IT’S
MARCH 2021 AND WE ARE LOOKING
FORWARD TO SPRING. WE TAKE
HEART IN HAVING A PRESIDENT WHO
CARES, WHO KNOWS HOW TO TELL
THE TRUTH AND SPEAKS ABOVE AN
8TH GRADE LEVEL (SORRY 8TH
GRADERS). WE ALSO CELEBRATE
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH WITH OUR
FIRST FEMALE VICE PRESIDENT!

In each newsletter, we will be asking a group
of our members to answer a set of questions
that will help us get to know each other a
little better. When you get the request, we
really hope you will participate, we will also
ask you to send picture(s) if you would like.
Thank you to the first members who agreed to
participate below!
If there is something that you would like to
see featured in future newsletters, do not
hesitate to let me know (send to
beck@grandecom.net) Democrats love to learn!
If something good happens to you, let us know,
tell us about it, send pictures, we would love
to celebrate with you! See SOMETHING GOOD
below to see how this works.

HR DEMOCRATIC CLUB MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: SHEILA LEVATINO

I was born in Chicago, Ill. And have lived
in Dallas, Texas since I was 7 years old.
We have lived in Heritage Ranch for 8 years and moved here in
order to partake of a vibrant senior adult community with many
activities that appeal to a variety of resident. Luckily, I found the
HR Democratic Club in my first year here.

I am the oldest of 6 children, three girls and three boys. We all
attended Holy Trinity Catholic School and Church and I went to
high school at Ursuline Academy. I loved sports and played on a
girl’s soft ball team, basketball team, volleyball team and swim
team. My father’s father was a Chicago police officer as were his
three brothers. My mother’s father worked for the Santa Fe Railroad in Chicago. My father taught us to swim, to play softball and
“horse”, a basketball game. All these activities were fun for me.
I grew up with two dogs and until recently have always have had a
dog. When our last dog went to heaven, we decided to be dog
grandparents instead.

The first president I voted for was Lyndon Johnson.

HR DEMOCRATIC CLUB MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: CHARLIE HENKLE

I was born in Paonia, CO, which is near Grand Junction.
When I was 2 years old, my family moved to Oregon and
we lived there until I was finished with Junior High
School. We lived in Prineville, Corvallis and Portland.
One of my fond memories of Oregon is spending time on the Oregon Coast. In 1960 we returned
to Colorado and I went to high school in Westminster, which is a suburb north of Denver after
high school I studied Engineering at the University of Colorado in Boulder and then went to
work for IBM in Boulder.
Luanne and I moved to Heritage Ranch in 2003 to be closer to our son, Steve and his family. We
purchased our home as Lennar was completing Phase I. We got to see a lot of the development
here at Heritage Ranch.
Luanne and I are on our second marriage, we were married in 1975. Luanne was a schoolteacher
at the time, and I worked for IBM. In 1976 we went to Brazil to live for 2 years. I worked in plastic injection molding at IBM and Luanne taught at the American School in Campinas where we
lived. In 1984 we went to live in Japan for a year and a half while I worked as a liaison between
some suppliers in Japan and the manufacturing and development groups at IBM Boulder.
Luanne went to Sophia University in Tokyo and studied International Business.
We have two sons, Steve who lives in Plano and has three children, Alex 19, Chris 14 and Anne 12.
Steve works for Net Scout which makes equipment to monitor the performance of cellphone networks. Steve’s wife Donna is a stay-at-home mom who substitute teaches at the local school
when needed. Our second son Todd and his wife Aimee live in Virginia where they own and operate a winery and wine bar in Leesburg. At one time, they both worked for Intel in Chandler AZ,
but they decided they wanted to run their own business. They have two boys, Evan 17, and Ryan
12.
We do not have any pets at this time, however we have had cats in the past.

If I remember correctly, I voted for Nixon in 1968, but that was back when I identified as a
Republican. My views have changed over the years.

DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT: ANDY AND MARGARET LEPINE

Margaret and I were both born and
raised in Nashua, New Hampshire,
and we lived there until we were
married, in 1971. We then bought
a home in Merrimack, N.H., and
moved from there to Plano in 1978,
when the company Andy worked
for was acquired by a Dallas-area
company and moved us here.
In 1998, we bought a home in West Plano, and then moved from there
to H.R. in 2009.

We have 2 sons who live in the area: Michael/Mike and his family
(wife: Mary and children Matthew, Madelyn, Megan and Melanie);
Alan and his family (wife: Gila and children Max and Sara).
Since we are life-long Democrats, we both voted after we were 21;
Andy voted for Hubert Humphrey in 1968, and we both voted for
Jimmy Carter in 1976.

DEMOCRATIC MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: JULEY WELCH
I was born in Yonkers, New York and
lived in various places in New York.
We also lived in California when I was
young and then moved back when I
was eleven, we lived in southern and
northern California for over 50 years.

Lee and I have lived at Heritage Ranch
for almost 13 years. We wanted to be
near our daughter.
My dad was a WWII Air Force bomber
pilot. My mom was a stay-at-home
mom, I was her first born and my
sister was born 18 months later. A
third daughter was born when I was
eleven years old, I took a major role
in caring for her since my mom had
difficulty doing so.
We currently have a rescue
Chihuahua mix now. Apparently, the
rescue group had 7 other applications
to adopt him but we were lucky
enough to get him. We have had other
rescues including shelties, a cockapoo
and purebred bichon fraise.
The first President I voted for was
Jimmy Carter.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: LISA STRIPLING
I was born in Columbia SC. Spent
seven years in Guayama, Puerto Rico
before moving to Bartlesville OK
I moved to Heritage Ranch 3 ½ years
ago from CA to be closer to family.
I don’t have children and am recently
divorced so my immediate family consists of my mom who I currently live
with, a younger sister in Frisco, a
niece that is a nurse in Austin and
nephew who is in College at KU. My
dad passed away in 2018, shortly after
I moved here. He was an avid
Democrat and served on the HRDC
Board. He inspired me to get involved
in HRDC as well as the HR Theater
Guild where he enjoyed showing off
his fun side on stage. Mom and Dad loved to travel and lived aboard a
sailboat for 15 years. After being in CA for 30 incredible years, it feels
great to be home.
I’ve always loved animals and have had my share of pets. Parrots,
pigeons, bunnies, cats, dogs and even horses. Currently my mom and I
have two Schitzus that are a handful but they are family and we love
them dearly.
The first President I voted for was Bill Clinton

Launa Fackrell welcomed grandbabies # 11 and #12 in the past
year, meet Amelia (LT) and
Marcus. That is something good!

KAMALA HARRIS
Kamalā is one of many Sanskrit words
meaning lotus, as well as a name for
Lakshmi, the Hindu goddess of wealth
and good fortune. Harris’s middle
name, Devi, is a Sanskrit word used
within Hinduism as the general term
for a goddess.
Harris likes to say she grew up with “a
stroller-eye view of the civil rights
movement.” Her parents would bring her to rallies and demonstrations
around the Bay Area, and she has written that her “earliest memories are of
a sea of legs marching around the streets and the sounds of shouting.”
Growing up, Harris always wanted to be a lawyer. “They were the heroes
growing up,” she told the San Francisco Chronicle in 2009. “They were the
architects of the civil rights movement. I thought that that was the way you
do good things and serve and achieve justice. It was pretty simple.” In
particular, she cites Constance Baker Motley, Charles Hamilton Houston, and
Thurgood Marshall as her role models.
In 2010, Harris ran for Attorney General of California, winning the election
to become the state’s first woman, first African-American, and first person
of South Asian descent to hold the office. During her time in office, she was a
trailblazer in other ways as well, in particular with her attention to
technology’s potential for victimization.
Harris’s sister Maya said of their mother, “Until her dying day she never lost
sight of this notion that if you’ve been able to walk through doors, you don’t
just leave the doors open. You bring others along.” Both sisters were inspired
by Shyamala’s example. Harris has repeatedly said that her motto is “A saying my mother had, ‘You may be the first, but make sure you're not the last.’”

Thursday, April 1st, 2021 – Last day to register to vote.
Monday, April 19th – First day of early voting.
Tuesday, April 20th – Last day to apply for ballot by mail.
Tuesday, April 27th – Last day of early voting.
Saturday, May 1st – ELECTION DAY!
(Bolded candidates recommended by Democratic Club at Heritage Ranch
Board)
Fairview Town Council – Mayor:
Henry Lessner (incumbent)
Cynthia Brugge
Fairview Town Council
Rich Connelly—Seat 1
Ricardo Doi vs. Jeannette Grazioli—Seat 3
Ken Logsdon—Seat 5
Collin College Trustees:
Helen Chang vs. Jim Orr – Place 7
Misty Irby vs. Bob Collins – Place 8
Jacoby Stewart vs. Andy Hardin – Place 9

